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on 26th April 1948 that the new system would be introduced by
stages. The first examination under the new scheme was held in
1951. The Minister agreed with the principle that external ex-
aminations should not be taken before the age of seventeen, but,
until the number of pupils remaining at school after seventeen has
substantially increased, he provisionally fixed the minimum age for
candidates at sixteen. The Minister's decision was severely
criticised by members of the staffs of certain schools and universities,
on the grounds that the minimum-age requirement unduly handicaps
the brilliant pupil who is ready to sit for the examination before he
is sixteen.
The recommendations of the Council should be compared with
those of the Scottish Advisory Council described in chapter XV.
The "new" examination provoked considerable controversy,
especially in regard to the minimum age of entry and the abolition
of the mark of distinction for candidates who showed exceptional
knowledge and ability. Many of these criticisms came from the
grammar schools and the universities, the institutions which were
most closely concerned with the changes. The Minister of Educa-
tion, Miss F. Horsbrugh, considered the representations made to
her and announced in the Commons 24th April 1952, that certain
modifications would be made in 1953 and after. In the light of
the experience of the examinations of 1951, she considered that
while the existing age limit should be retained as a general principle,
heads of schools should not be debarred from entering a pupil at
an earlier age if the candidate is up to the required standard and
it is educationally right for him to sit for the examination. She
also approved the suggestion that a distinction mark should be
awarded to exceptionally able candidates at the advanced level.